THE subject, an imbecile lad, aged 16, from whom a coherent statement could not be obtained, was suspected of having swallowed a foreign body. The medical man consulted examined him with X-rays, but finding nothing abnormal prescribed a purgative, with the result that a dozen acorns were passed. As marked inability to swallow persisted, he was sent to the exhibitor about a fortnight after the supposed accident for examination of the cesophagus. At the lower end of Briinings's longest tube when fully introduced a foreign body was encountered; and lying above it were two peas. The body itself was firmly embedded in the posterior wall of the gullet, and the surrounding mucous membrane presented many granulations. After considerable trouble the body, which proved to be another acorn, was broken up and removed piecemeal. Beneath it a large part of a vertebra (? sheep's) was found and comparatively easily extracted. As a perforation into the trachea had been detected before operation no food was given by the mouth. In spite of this precaution, and efforts to keep the parts clean, the patient died a week later. The post-mortem revealed multiple abscesses and gangrene of the lungs.
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The specimen shows five perforations in the posterior wall, where ulceration had extended to the underlying vertebral column, and one in the anterior wall communicating with the trachea.
(Esophagus with Cicatricial Stenosis caused by Carbolic Acid. By A. BROWN KELLY, M.D. THE subject, a man, aged 51, swallowed by mistake two mouthfuls of carbolic acid. On admission to the infirmary seven weeks later he could get over only single sips of fluid. His debilitated state and the smallness of the stricture interfered with treatment. Death, accelerated by phthisis, took place about three months after the accident. The stricture has been slit up; it was almost impervious, and extended for a distance of about 2 in. in the lower third of the cesophagus, ending 2 in. above the cardia.
